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advantage of the kaiser's visit to Westphalia, to place in
his path his old tutor, Professor Hintzpeter, a pedagogue
of whom William had been very fond, and whose teachings
had left a deep impression upon the mind of his imperial
pupil. The empress knew the professor's characteristics,
his fads, and his views. She likewise recognized and
understood, as only a mother can do, the complex charac-
ter of her son, and she foresaw the effects that were likely
to be achieved by bringing the two men once more into
communication with each other.
Like William II., Hintzpeter is full of contrasts, for
while on the one hand he has always professed the most
advanced radical and even socialistic doctrines,—doc-
trines with which he impregnated the mind of his princely
charge,—yet he would tolerate no familiarity or conde-
scension on his part towards inferiors, and was even wont
to force William to wash his hands when he had so far
forgotten himself as to shake hands with anyone of a sub-
ordinate or menial rank. Another trait of character of
Professor Hintzpeter, is his firm conviction that difficul-
ties, no matter how vast and intricate, are always capable
of being settled and satisfactorily arranged by means of
eloquent phrases and good intentions.
At the time when William renewed his acquaintance,
in the capital of Westphalia, with his old tutor, the
socialistic and labor problems were engaging the atten-
tion not merely of Germany, but likewise of all Europe.
Prince Bismarck was in favor of a continuance of harsh
measures with regard to labor, and of persecution of the
most resentless nature so far as the socialists were con-
cerned. Hintzpeter, full of his former sympathies for
autocracy and socialism at one and the same time, called
William's attention to the fact that Bismarck's policy had

